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Alabama 30-31
Arizona 33-39

California 12, 14-17, 19, 26-27, 79-83,
96-99, Inside back cover

Colorado 4-3, 33, 44

Connecticut 34-36, 45

Florida 33, 47, 49, 71-72, 74, 95, 100
Georgla 6-7, 53, 69-70, 73

Hawaii 16, 83, 94

Idaho 62
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Montana 17, 19, 62
Mevada 37

New Jersey 33, 61,75
Morth Carolina 65
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Rhode Island 33
South Carolina 66-67
Tennessee 60
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13 Cover Story

Villa del Barbagianni

This custom estate is in Coto de Caza,
the famous golf course and equestrian
community in Southern California.

B CAMILLA MOLALGHLM

36 McLaughlin,

Unique Homes win at NAREE
For the third consecutive year, the
Mational Association of Real Estate
Editors (NAREE) praised Unique
Homes' real estate reporting,

40 Unigue Homes Reports:
What is the High End?
Thanks for Sharing

Proponents of shared ownership see
it becoming an important choice ina
menu of options for resort ownership.
B CAMILLA MOLALIGHLUM

54 Resort & Golf Properties
Year-Long Vacation Living
Healthy market growth and unrivaled
outdoor activities have buyers seeking
golf and resort communities as
primary, year-round residences.

BY STACEY STAUM

104 In Closing

Black Belt

Morthern California real estate agent
Gerardo Padilla learned persistence
from judo, a passion that took him to

three Olympic Games.
BY ROGER GRODY

Texas 93

Utah 84

Vermont 33, 77-79
Virginia 33, 76
INTERNATIONAL

Canada 52, 63, 92
Costa Rica 18

Fiji 18

French Polynesia 18
ltaly 18
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 Reflecting her own wanderlust and
sense of faney, jewelry designer

Liv Ballard takes opulence on a wild
journey.

BY ROGER GROOY




Reflecting her own wanderlust and
sense of fancy, jewelry designer
Liv Ballard takes opulence on a
wild journey.

By Roger Grody

he highly personal, wearable sculptures of the jewelry world extend far

beyond the red carpets ruled by Cartier and Harry Winston, or the legend-

ary blue boxes from Tiffany & Co, Innovative jewelry designers are creating
pieces that challenge staid perceptions of what luxury jewelry should look like.
Constantly pushing the envelope but never sacrificing the romance of the industry
i5 the exquisite collection authored by Liv Ballard.

A Mississippi native with a passion for adventure, Ballard now splits time
between Los Angeles and Paris while overseeing the artisanal production of her
unique jewelry in Rome, a city that inspires her craft. “It would be impossible
to work in Rome for as many years as | have without being influenced by Italian
design, ancient and modern,” she says. Ballard adds, “Eventually all those cen-
turies of beauty inform your eye — and probably seep into your soul.”

An art student who enjoyved a successful career in television production,
Ballard explains with finesse her gravitation to jewelry design. “l suppose the
‘why” was the insistent urge to realize in three dimensions an abject | had in my
mind,"” she says. "But the 'how’ is a tale of adventure with some bravery, a little
naiveté, a measura of danger, and mostly, perseverance.

“Sometimes jewelry is sculpture in miniature,” grants Ballard, who cites
Alexander Calder — “His jewelry is so whimsical and pure ... so free” — as an
artist whose work she admires. Another is Bruno Martinazzi, whose jewelry designs
are exceptionally sculptural, and Ballard admits being enchanted by the Barogue
fagades of Roman architect Francesco Borromini.

While other artists may enrich her perspective, Ballard's jewelry is anything
but derivative, and she cherishes a fiercely independent spirit and journey of
self-discovery. Never certain of where her constant exploration will take her, she
suggests philosophically, “If | don't surprise myself, | won't surprise anyone else,”

Ballard's original item, and the piece she’s best known for, is the Caput
Mundi, an extraordinary three-dimensional, precious pem-encrusted globe. Spin-
ning on its axis inside a brilliant diamond pavé armillary is an earth of unprec-
edented glamour: continents of 18-carat gold floating in a sea of tiny sapphires,
with the waters' depth suggested by graduated shades of blue. A delicate diamond

28 UnigueHomes,com
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equator provides accent, and the customizable orb may include diamond-crusted
ice caps, the designer's subtle nod to the issue of global warming.

Ballard notes this $60,000 piece is frequently purchased as a gift, something
husbands and beyfriends find relatable, For additional sentimentality, a singular
ruby can be placed at the site of the recipient’s birthplace or the couple's hon-
eymoon destination. In an alternative version of Ballard's Caput Mundi design,
less realistic but arguably more stunning than the signature blue, the oceans are
conveyed in brilliant emeralds. Yet another rendition reveals a diamond-scaled
dragon wrapped around the earth.

Ballard's signature globe reappears in her more limited collection for gentle-
men, in a pair of cufflinks one might find himself subconsciously spinning during
boring business meetings. Another men's gift is a gold or silver bracelet whose
minimalist design and matte finish appeal to more conservative tastes, Because
the bracelet is constructed in two pieces (it actually requires assistance in putting
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